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hewing that the x 


GospEL is a Comment 


UPON THE | 


LAW of NATURE, 
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ONLY Law now ein Force. 
AND F 


— 


That the ONLY FAI required by the 
Goſpel, is to Belicve the Promiſes of God 
| by Chrift Feſis, | 
And that we are not Baptized into a TRINITY | 

of Perſons in God. | | 
With a Prefatory Epiſtle to Dr. Waterland, And an | 

Appendix relating to the Horfhrp of the F ATHER oy. 
Allo a Poſtſcript touching the Cazholick Church, and | | | | 
| the Power of the Kevs. | | | 


| By WILLIAM STAUNTON Gent. 7 
Ares Oes, ASN Xeiss. | 
There is ſcarce any Church in Chriſtendors, at this Day, | | 


that doth not obtrude not only balſhoods, but ſuch Fal- l 
ſhoods that will appear, to any free Spirit, pure Con- 


tradictions and Impoſſibilities; and that with the ſame 
Gravity, Authority, azd Importunity, that they do the 
Holy Oracles of Cod. Dr. H. MoRE's Myitery of 
Godlinels, Lib. x. Cap. 2 Sed 6. 

Where the Truth of God doth ＋ — there Union ts 
Conſpiracy, Authority is but Tyranny, and Churches | 
are but Ruit. HALES's Tract on the Sacrament. 
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Dr. WATERLAND. 


Reverend Sir, 


—— - 


N a former Treatiſe, inti- 


of a private Cbriſtian, which 
I laid before you in my 
firſt Applications to you, I did, in 


humble Avoidance of a raſh and >. 6 


haſty Judgment, chuſe not to deter. 
mine the Signification of the Words 


7 


in 


Li 

2% mi. in that Day you ſhall ask me no- 
thing, |by an EngliſhEar. Conſidering 

hat the Word Efe did ſometimes 
fignify to ask by way of Queſtion, 
which then led me to conceive, 

that it might poſſibly ſo ſignify inthe 

Text above cited; and which I was 

the rather then induced to conceive, 
becauſe that Word is uſed in that 

Senſe in the nineteenth Verſe of 

| that Chapter, which, in ſome mea- 
ſure, gave occaſion to the Words be- 
l fore us, which are ſo alſo expounded 
q by Dr. Hammond, who yet expounds 
[ the ſame Word, uſed alſo by our Savi- t 


| ourin the twenty ſixth Verſe, as ask- i 
| ing by Way of Petition. | AndI even þ 
| then urged, that if the latter Expo- 5 
ſition was the true one, (for I then * 


——ꝗ—— A 4 


thought, and do yet think, that it 4 
ſignifies alike, both in the twenty t 
third 
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rr 


e 


f wi } 


third and twenty ſixth Verſes,) that 


in ſuch Caſe it would amount to a po- 


ſitive forbidding of all Prayer to Chriſt 
Jeſus, but upon a more mature Con- 
ſideration of the Text, and upon 
farther Examination into the Signi- 
fication of *Exwrdaw, J find, that even 
in the New Teſtament, altho' it is 
uſed in twenty ſeveral Texts, as ſig- 
nifying to ask by way of Queſtion, 
yet it 1s alſo uſed four br five and 
thirty Times as ſignifying to pray or 
beſeech, and that even by our Savi- 
our himſelf in the very next Chap- 
ter, John xvii. four ſeveral Times 
in his earneſt and zealous Prayers to 
Almighty God: As in Verſe ix. 1 
pray for them. Again, in the ſame 
Verſe, I pray not for the World. 


And again, in Verſe xv. I pray not 


that thou ſhouldſt take them out 
| 1 of 


| [ iv | 
of the World. And again, in Ver. xx, 
Neither pray I for theſe alone. 


Now having well weighed and 


conſidered this Matter, with Regard 


both to the Texts and Contexts fol- 
lowing and foregoing, I cannot help 
being of Opinion, that it doth 
chiefly, if not only, ſignify a for- 
bidding all Prayer to himſelf; for 
it cannot well be ſuppoſed, that 
our Saviour ſhould forbid his Diſci- 
ples to ask him any Queſtions after 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven, when he 


. ſhould be not with them in Perſon, 
but ſet down on the Right-Hand of 


God. And I have therefore, in the 
Diſcourſe annexed, inſiſted upon it, 
that our Saviour in prophetick Fore- 
fight, did hereby expreſly command, 
that we ſhould not pray to him; 

which 


LY 
which, yet I think, (if this parti 
cular Precept had been omitred,) can 
no way be juſtified, all our Prayers 
being expreſly commanded to be di- 
rected to the Father only, or to the 
Father in the Sons Name. 


Tars, Sir, being ſomewhat vari- 
ant from what I wrote before, I 
thought my ſelf bound to give to 
you and others this Account of it, 
with my Reaſons why I ſuſpended 
my Judgment before, and upon 
what Foundation I now build: But 
this I thought more eſpecially due 
to you, to whom I had heretofore 
applied as a Duftor Dubitantium, that 
I may be ſet right herein, when you 
ſhall be pleaſed to anſwer the Queſ- 
tions formerly put to you, which 

| you 


[ vi ] 8 

y now poſſibly be at Leiſure 
þ an: = _ 0s Bond with 
Nr. 00 ſeeming to be cloſed. 


J am, 


Hampton, R everen 4 57 r, 
May 15. 
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as: Humble Servant, | j | ; 


W. STAUNTON: 


* — —— N 
— — ——— | 


Ire 


th 


Familiar DIs couRs E 
UPON 
BAPTISM. 
It is written, Mar. 28. 19. 
o ye therefore and teach 


all Nations, baptiz.ing them in 
[into] the Name of 1. Father, 
and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt [ Spirit. 


TIE N purſuance of the-Power 
53 927 mentioned to be given to 
18 == our Saviour in the pre- 
ce ding Verſe, implied in 

the word Therefore; our 
Saviour in the Words 
now read, gives his laſt and ſummary 
Inſtructions to his Apoſtles, even after 


** 
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his ReſurreQion. 
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(2) 

Our Saviour was the Great Apoſtle 
of God, and his Diſciples, to whom the 
Words of the Text are directed, were 
hereby made his eleven Apoſtles, (for 
Judas was now no more, he had be- 

john 20. trayed his Maſter:) And as my Father 
21. hath ſent me, ſaith our Saviour, even 
fo ſend I you. 

Now I would have it well obſerved, 
and good notice taken of it, that the 
Father of our Lord JeſusChriſt was and 
is the ozze and only God, both of Ferws 

and Gertiles; and therefore our Saviour, 
ſpeaking to the Jeu, was wont to ſay, 

John ao. My * Father and your Father, my 
Ee and your God: And my Father, 
John 8. of whom ye ſay that he is your God. 
5 And commanded us to direct our 
Prayers to God, by that Appellation of 


\ *Mat.6.9. Father, even our Father which art 


Luke 11. in Heaven. The one eternal God, the 
5 Mar, z, One common Father of Men and An- 
10, gels, is moſt commonly deſcribed in 
Scripture, eſpecially in the New Teſta- 

ment, and moſt frequently and re- 
markably by our Saviour himſelf, by 

and under the Character of The Fa. 

ther; which is as full and compleat a 
Deſcription or Deſignation of the one 
eternal Being, as Cod is. So that when 

he ſaid, My Father hath ſent me, it = 

the 


_ om. ww 


the ſame as if he had ſaid, My God 

hath ſent me. So alſo in, it may be. ® 
near, twenty Places of St. Pauls Eg. E 
piſtles, it is written, God Our F. 
ther, or The Father, to whom all 

his Sons and Servants, Men and An- 

gels, owe Obeyſance, and ro whom 

only all Service, as it imports Divine . 

Ilorſhip, is and ought to be ſolely and 

ſingly paid and payable; and whom 

our Saviour himſelf worſhipped and - john 15. 

obeyed, and guarded himſelf from the 

Temptations of the Devil, by applying 

thoſe Words to himſelf, Thou * ſhalt * Mat. 4. 

worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim gau 
only ſhalt thou ſerve: And in they, 
Strength thereof, as a binding Com- 10.20. 
mandment upon himſelf, reliſted the 
Temptation, 

And as the whole Tntcntion of the 
Goſpel, and of God Almighty's * kind Luke 1. 
Fifieation of his People, in raiſing up68—76. 
an Horn of Salvation for us, was, that 
we might '/erve him, that is, 2w0r/hip *:dpwey 
him all the Days of our Life: ſo this 
Horn of Salvation, this Prophet of the 
Higheſt, who, as he thus worſhipped and 
obeyed God himſelf, ſo he commanded 
us alſo, not only expreſly, when we 
pray, to fay Our Father, as is aboye 
mentioned; but with a true Prophe- 

B 2 tical 


(4) 


tical. Foreſight of what might happen 
in Proceſs. of Time after his Reſur- 
rection and Aſcenſion, he ſays alſo x- 

John 16. Pre/ly, © Tn * that Day you ſhall ask 
2326. “ me nothing, but you may, and muſt, 
« and I command you to ask my Fa- 
« ther in my Name, and I do aſſure. 
“ you he will give you whatever you ſo 
john 4. « ask.” And again, The use Nor- 


2 fo . ſhall worſhip the Father.” 


n 


one eternal God; ſo our ozly Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the one Mediator 


between God and Man, fent his Apo- 


ſtles to teach all Nations, Zews and 


Gentiles, all Men living upon the 
whole Face of the Earth: and in the 
Verſe following the Text, it is written, 
That they are to teach Men to ob- 
« ſerve all Things whatſoever he had 
« commanded them;” that is, they 
were to teach others, what he had 


taught them: What that was, then, 


will be the proper Queſtion, It was 
ſomething, to be ſure, which they had 
not learned before; ſomething ve 


import to Mankind, to require an A 

poſtle from Heaven to relate it to 

and © in whom God himſelf would ve 
ö « gi 


momentous and beneficial, and of 1 


1 as our Saviour was ſent, and 
came in Obedience, to he Father, the 
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(5) 


« did + dwell bodily, and * ſpeak to us + Col. 2. 
« by him;” and ſuch as alſo required fed. . 


a Succeſſion of Apoſtles to the end of 
the World, and to be endued with 
Gifts and Graces by eſpecial Inſpira: 
tion And as our Saviour did not ex- 
ceed his Commiſion, ſo his les 
alſo were only to teach what he had 
commanded; 4 Leſſor well worthy to 
be obſerved by all their Succeſſors. 

But to let our ſelves the eaſier into 
what this Errand from Heaven was, 


and what it was that our Saviour 


taught his Apoſtles, and which the 
were to teach Men; let us firſt conſi- 
der how Men were taught before, and 
what. "0 
They, and we, were all originally 
taught of God, we had every Man of 


us the Law written in our. Hearts.“ Rom. 2. 
I hope you obſerved, that I ſaid 2 "#5 


Law, and if you would know what I 
mean by it, and why I faid fo, PII tell 
you: The Law written in our Hearts, 
is the moral Law, the Law and Dic- 
tates of Reaſon and Nature, the eter- 
nal, the immutable, and the only Law 
even zow in force, and which Was ori- 
ginally dictated unto us, and implanted 
in us by the one eternal God; that is 
to ſay; Reaſon is the Voice of * 

or 


(6) 
for what Reaſon ſays, God ſays. And 
there was never any thing yet revealed 
to us from above, contrary to Reafon ; 
and it is impoſſible that there ſhould, 
even as impoſſible, as that the only true 
God ſhould contradi& himſelf, And 
altho there be a * real Diſtinction be- 
tween things above our Reaſon, and 
things contrary to Reaſon; and altho 
human Reaſon be not the Meaſure of 
Truth, yet it is alſo moſt unlikely, and 
in a manner 2xconceivable, that the 
God of Reaſon ſhould impart to us, 
his reaſonable Creatyres, any thing 
that is abſolutely and altogether above 
our Reaſon or Comprehenſion, or what 
is unintelligible unto us, who can only 
judge of the Senſe and Meaning of Re- 
velation by Reaſon,” by that ſhare of 


Reaſon which the God of Reaſon hath 


been pleafed to endue us with. The 
Manner of a thing revealed, to wit, 
How it is, may be above our Reaſon, 
as not being revealed; even as a Matter 
demonſtrated by Reaſon, may alſo be 
above our Reaſon as to the Modus or 
Alanner of the Being of the thing de- 
monſtrated; when the Being of the 


* See Reaſon and Revelation, f. 31—=3g. . 


thing 


neceſſa; 


(7) 
thing is only demonſtrable, but not 
the Manner of it. And when I conſi- 
der that Reaſon is the Voice of God, 
and how inceſſantly Reaſon proclaims 
to us, that there is hut one God, with- 
out any poſſibility of Salvoes or Mitiga- 
tion, and that Reaſon was the only 
Guide of Man from the Creation of 
the World, to the Lat of Moſes, which 
was a Tranſcript of the Law of Rea- 
ſon, and declared one only Cod, as pe- 
remptorily and expre/ly as the Law of 
Reaſon did and doth, or as words can 
do it, and was and is ſo underſtood by 
Moſes, and by all the intermediate Pro- 
phets, and by the 7eme, to whom it 
was revealed, from that Day to this: 
And that the Law of Moſes, particu- 
larly the Tea Commandmeats, was al- 
ſo confirmed by our Saviour himſelf, 
and declared to be The Law of the 


Goſpel, „If you will *.enter into Life,“ Mat.rg. 


ſays our Saviour,“ keep the Command. '”* 
* ments.” Theſe Things conſidered, 
makes my Blood run cold, when I hear 
it aſſerted, that it is a /a/ſe Conception 
to conceive that God is * oe Perſon ; 

for 


—_— . 
Am. 


* See Pearſ, on upon the Creed, 75 134. God is 
er 


but one Perſon originally ore 0n5—qould 
neceſſarily infer a Multiplicity of Gods. (Hales '? Miſ- 


cellanies, 


(8) 


for I am ſure he moſt certainly is ſo, in 
the uſual and common Senſe of the 
Word, if Reaſon and Revelation may 


— — 
— — 


cellanies) God is one, numerically one, more one than 
he Man is one. Maxime unus, ſaith Aquinas. 
See ajſo Bennet on the Trinity, pag. 231, That iv 
common Speech Intelligent Being and Perſon are convertible 
Terms, and that in this ſenſe Grd is undoubtedly a Perſon, 
and but one Perſon. ' And pag. 218. That be cannot de- 
fine wwhat Perſon ſignifies, when applied to Son and Hol 
Ghoſt ; and yet grounds his Anſwer to many of Dr.Clark's 
Propoſitions (which Ion are not all true) upon his own 
Safe of the werd Perſon, which not being defined, is no 
Anſwer, as I humbly conceive, bis Senſe of the Word mt 
being aſſigned. See alſo the Preface to my Conference with 
De. Waterland, pag. = Deus omnipotens ſeu ac- 
tualiter vivens ex ſe, ſeſe intelligens, ſeſe amans 
Anima agens ſeu vivens in Deo, intelligens Deum, 
amans Deum ; fo that Man being made in the Likeneſs 
of God, is a Proof both of the Unity and of the Trinity af 
the God [that made him. Er, Note, as oy & ſignifies 
the internal Wiſdom in God, ſo all Things were made by 
it, as by an Exemplay. (See my Parapbraſe on John i. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5.) and is diftingwiſbed from the Power 
evbich God actually made all Things, and from his Good- 
nefs, wvhich prompted him fo to do. And theſe Three an 
Pexfonalities, and being ſeparately joined to the one Eſſenct 
or Perſon of God, are uulgarly called Three Perſons : Bu 
us the firſt of all rational Creatures <vas called >, þþ 
evere all other rational Creatures made in and by bim, ani 
were called „ 0; as all Fleſp were made in and by tht 
firſt Man, and were called Men. And this being por 
bemied and admitted, doth at ence diſſolve all the i 
and clears up all the Difficulties and Diſputes touching th 
Trinity, and entirely yeconciles Reaſon and Revelation. Se 
my Review of Whiſton's 23 Propoſitions, page. 9, 10, 11 
12, 13, 14, 69, 70. Alſo my Repentance and Faith 
Pag. 18, 19, 20, 21, Aud Sincere Thoughts, SeRt9 
pag. 5. 5. | 


T2 
be adhered to, or even the words of 
our Saviour, Tod is a Spirit, John 4. 
24. And therefore, and ſince it muſt be 
owned and acknowledged by all Men, 
that the Father did, for at leaſt four 
thouſand Years (and I humbly con- 
ceive even to this day doth) claim all 
our Homage and Adoration to himſelf : 
Lask then, How is it poſſible for any 
Maa to be ſo ſuperlatively bold, as to 
charge God with claiming that Adora- 
tion, as due to himſelf zhe Father, as 
one Perſon only, in fraud of two o- 
thers of their juſt Dues, and to impute 
to him, at the ſame time, ſo much ly 
Injuſtice, as not ſo much as to acquaint 
Men with it? And if any Man hath 
ſo done, or dares do ſo, I beſeech thee, 
O Man, whoſoever thou art, to conſi- 
der, how it differs from horrid Blaſ- 
phemy; for whatever Revelation may 
70 be pretended to, for the laſt ſeven- 
teen hundred Years, yet there was cer- 
tainly none for four thouſand Years be- 


fore; ſo for all that time he * charges * job 1. 
God fooliſhly, during that time at 22. 


leaſt, the whole Divine Worſhip be- 
ing claimed by the oe God, the one 
common and univerſal Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 

C according 


＋ 


|- C10, 
according to the Creed * of all Nas 
tions, reſulting from all the Laws in 
being, both moral and revealed, and 
fince confirmed by the Goſpel without 
Addition or Alteration, and therefore 
yet ſtands in the Front of our Creed, 
as a Prologue to the Chriſtian Faith; 
for he that doth not already believe 
this Fundamental Article of all Reli- 
* is not capable of the Doctrine of 
epentance aud Faith in one ſent 
from God, which yet was preached to 
all Nations. 


Moreover, this oral Law, theſe 


Dictates of Reaſon and Nature, this 
eternal and internal Law, teaches us 
not only that there is but one God, but 
_ alſo teaches us our f whole Duty to 
God and Man; the ſelf-/ame Duty and 


Mort of the Law, as it ſtands revealed 


and recorded in the Law and the Pro- 
phets, and more eſpecially in the Ten 
Commandments, and as it ſtands far- 
ther ſpecified, and enforced, and com. 
mented upon in and by the e Cove- 


nuant, or in and by all the Books of the 


«a. 
— 


* 


x Pearſon pon the Creed, p. 6, The moſt popular and 
univerſal Notion. 
t Rom. ii. 15. Ta ier 9% ret yearloy iy mals 
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new 
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(11) 
new * Covenant, a Title given to them 
in oppoſition to the old Covenant, 
which yet our Tranſlators, miſguided 
by the Latin Fathers, have entitled 
che Old and New Teſtament, contrary 
both to Greek and Hebrew. See Dr. 
Hammond. 

But it may be objeQed, How is it 
the ſame Law, ſince St. Paul, in his 


* Epiſtle to the Romane, expreſly op-, Rom cb. 


poſes the Law of Faith to the Law of 
Works 2 is true; he doth ſo. And 
by the Law of Works he means, more 
particularly I preſume, the Law of Mo- 
ſes, the Sanction whereof was Death 
to every Tranſgreſſion; and I readily 
agree, that the Law of Reaſon and Na- 
ture is alſo a Law of Works, and may 
therefore alſo be oppoſed to the Law 
of Faith: But yet theſe Laws, thus 
ſeverally deſcribed and denominated, 
are but one and the ſame Rule and 
Meaſure of Righteouſneſs, are the one 
eternal and immutable Law, and per- 
petually obligatory, and are, and al- 
ways were, and will ever be in force, 
even from the Creation to the Day of 
Judgment. They only d;Fer from, and 


H i Nairn; or, hs 29Vvis de νν,,]au D. 
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1 Pſal. 
143. E. 


| | ( 12 * 
are opponent to each other, as a Cove- 
ant of Salvation (declarative of the 
Terms and Conditions whereby a Man 
may be ſaved) not as a Rule of Life 
or Righteouſneſs, for that is the ſame 


in both. So the Law of Faith is a C- 


zenant of Faith or Grace, whereby 
Repentance 1s made acceptable, as un- 
ſinning Obedience was by the Covenant 
of Works, as it may include both the 
Law of Moſes and of Nature. And 
this Diſtinttion of the word [Law] 


ſometimes ſignify ing a Rule of Life, 


and other times a Covenant of Salva- 
tion, being well heeded and obſeryed, 
as a juſt and proper Diſtinction, may 


be of very good uſe in reading of the 


Bible, eſpecially of the New Teſta- 
ment, and may tend much to the right 


underſtanding thereof, and more parti- 


cularly of the Epiſtles. 

So alſo the word (/i ed] may be 
diſtinguiſhed into two ſeveral Senſes. 
*« In * thy Sight,” ſays the Pſalmiſt, 


„ ſhall no Man living be juſtified.” - 


A hard Saying! who can bear it? And 
= it is literally true, in the ſtricteſt, 
arſheſt,and indeed the prime and pro- 
per Senſe of the Word, with reſpect to 
the Covenant of Works or Nature. 
But thanks be to God, the Word will 
| admit 
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2 admit of a much milder Senſe or Sig- 
e nification, under or with reſpeti to the 
n Covenant of Faith or Grace; for in the 
fe firſt Cale, it ſigniſies the Acquittal of 
E an innocent Perſon as impleaded at the 
0- Bar of Juſtice: but in the other Caſe, 
* Men are not acquitted as innocent, but 
n- pardoned as Sinners at the Throne of 
at Grace and Mercy. And in both Caſes 
le they are judicially declared and {ct 
id right in Court, according to the re- 


7 ſpective Covenants, either of J/orks or 
e, Faith, under which they are ſuppoſed 


a- to ſtand impleaded, and are thereby, 
d, ſuo modo, reſpectively juſtified. 

y Inaſmuch therefore as the one eter- 
le nal and zzzvariable Law of God, as a 
a- Rule of Life and Manners, was already 
ht taught, and all Men were inſtructed 
« = therein; and inaſmuch as all Men had 


ſinned againſt that Law, and ſo could 
be zot be juſtified by it, as a Covenant 


So of Works: And there could be gothing 
t, more taught them, as a Rule of Life, 
than what they were poſſeſſed of al- 
id ready: They might indeed have been 
ſt, reminded of the Law, and the ſame 
o- Law might have been preached anew, 
to and might have been reinforced and ex- 
e. plained, and ſo it was; but if nothin 

ill more had been doge, what good * 

t that 


( 14) 


that have done them? None at all, 1 
T fear, they having been Sinners al- : 
ready, and thereby incurred the Pe- M 
nalty ; ſo that the re-preaching of the : 
Rom. j. Law, which was Holy, good, and juſt, | 
_ would have been but an Aggravation 7 
of their Crime, thing but a new | 
Covenant could be of any Benefit to n 
them. And accordingly, as our Sa- F 
viour himſelf came into the World \ 
* Mat. 9. 4 to call » Sinners to repent” of their tl 
% Tranfgreſſions, againſt the known Laws 60 
of Reaſon and Nature, and to offer I 
up himſelf a Sacrifice upon the Croſs C 
for the Sins of the whole World, and h 
having accordingly died for us, ſo he fo 
did himſelf in his Life-time preach 4 
« Repentance for the Remiſſion of Sins, us 
« thro Faith in him as the Chriſt of hi 
“ God, which is a * Summary of the * 
4 Goſpel, and is the Condition of the - 


“% Covenant;” and was accordingly it 
taught by the Apoſtles to all Nations, 
even as our Saviour had taught and 
Ads 20. COMmanded them, g. Repentance 
21. towards God, and Faith towards it 
Mar. 1.15. h Lord Feſus Chriſt. But there * 
were 20 new Additions either to ar 


—_— 


* See Dr. Taylor's Unum Neceſſarium, 5. 73- 
Faith 


(15 ) 

Faith or Morality, other than what 
was before generally taught, and ma- 
nifeſt in us, even —_ the Creation, 
only to repent and. believe the Goſpel, : Murk 1. 
atv. glad Tidings of Salvation, tbe i;. 
good News of a better Covenant, * a fal. d. 
ſecond Covenant better than the firſt. za. * 

Into which better Covenant they. Heb. 8. 
were to be admitted by Baptifm, the“ “ 
Form whereof is preſcribed in the 
Words firſt read; baptizing them into 
the Name of © the Father, and of the 
“ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” This 
is the Form of their Initiation into the 
Church of Chriſt. Thus they become 
his Diſciples, thus they become Chri- t. , 
ftians, and thus are they entred into 19. 14.6... 
a new Covenant with God, They and ib. 
we were all of us the Servants of God 
before, tho? none of us Righteous, no ,p; 
not one; and yet the Law of God was — 4 
manifeſted both in them and in us, and Rom. z. 
the ſelf-ſame, and no other Law, is yet 
in force: confirmed indeed it is, and 
explained, and reduced into Writing, 
with large and plain Comments upon 
it, both by Moſes and the Prophets, 
and by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
and was never intended to be de- Mat. 3. 
ſtroyed, but to be fulfilled and obeyed, 7: | 
and was in no manner annulled, bur "= 3: 

eſta- 


(16) 
eſtabliſhed as a Law or Rule of Life. 
The former Covenant was indeed mi- 
tigated or annulled, if you pleaſe, and 
a better Covenant introduced in the 
room of it. The Covenant of Faith, 
or Grace, ſuperſeded the Covenant of 


Works, or Nature. The Terms and 


Conditions of unſinning Obedience, are 
changed into Repentance and Faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus. So that above all things, 
it was neceſſary that T he Father, whoſe 
Law is ſtill in force, and to whom we 
are accountable for the Breach of it, 
and with whom, in order to Pardon 
and Salvation, we are entring into a 


new Covenant; it was neceſſary, I ſay, 


that he ſhould be a Party, and ghat we 
ſhould be baptized into the Name of 
The Father, and yet proper to name 


the Son alſo in our Baptiſm, as in our 


Luke 1. 
355. 


Cor. 5 


311. 54.12. 
Joh. 6. 45, 


Prayers, by and thro whom (as the A- 
poſtle of God, and as ſupernaturall 
: begotten by the only Power of God, 
and as our ozly Mediator and Advo- 
cate) God our Father is propitiated 
and * reconciled unto us, upon the eaſy 


1 18, 19,20. Terms of Repertance and Faith in his 
Blood; and by whoſe Means and In- 
terceſſion we are alſo illuminated and 
inſpired by the Father, or, in other 
words, Taught of God. So then the 


plain 


— ä a .. 
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17 ) 
plain Senſe of the Words and Form 
uſed in Baptiſm as inſtituted by our 
Saviour, is, That we are thereby made 
Profeſſors of the Religion taught by 
God, by the Miniſtration of che Mei- 
ſiah, and by the Effuſion of the Spirit; 
or, as they ſtand paraphraſed by a very 
Learned and Eminent Divine ot the 
Church of Frgland: © I * baptize 
« thee into the Knowledge, Obedience 
« and Direction of God, as the univer- 
« fal Father; of Jeſus Cliriſt, the Son 
* of God, as the Meſſias and Mediator, 
« ſent to direct us in the true Way to 
« Heaven; and of that Spiration, or 
« Inſpiration, of God, by which he 
« excites us to Good, and enables us 
therein.“ So that we are not bap- 
tized into a Trinity of + Perſons in 
God, However true it may be in Phi- 
toſophy, that there are three Perſona- 
{ities in God, upon which the Trinity 


— 


2 


* Mr. S. Nye's Explication of the Divine D. iy, &c. 
p. 63. Alſo ſee Dr. Bennet on the Trinity, p. 211. Aud 
my Sincere Thoughts, g. 6. p. 60, 61. 

N. B. There is no ſuch thing ſclemnly or expreſly taught 
either by our Saviour, or his Apoftles, or any one of them; 
even That of the 1 John 5. 7. don't teach it, but yet 1s 
deemed to be ſpurious, and therefore not mentioned once in the 
late Diſputes cvith the Learned, tho" it be fince ſneaked into 
a Sermon, calculated for the Vulgar, ad captandum po- 


pulum, 
D may 


wad 
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may be, and is * ſtated by the Church 


of England; and Foundations ought 
not to be removed: But yet ſome 
Learned Chriſtians now-a-days, and 
many of the + Fathers heretofore, have 
improved this into Tritheiſm ; it being 
very natural to do ſo, and almoſt un- 
avoidable, the || Word Perſon only ſig- 
nifying intelligent Agent, and they 
can aſſign no other Senſe of it. And 
our common Doxology, or Grid Pa- 
tri, was, originally, for the three firſt 


_ Centuries at leaſt, no more than, Glory 


be to the Father, by ** the Son, in the 
Holy Spirit; but by an eaſy Tranſition 
is now much otherwiſe, and the Word 
[ Spiritu) tranſlated into Ghoſt, as 
ſounding perſonally, I ſuppoſe, and fo 
giving Ader countenance to fond I- 
maginations. Nor was there any So- 
lemnization of a tj Trinity. Sunday for 
near a Thouſand, it may be Twelve 
Hundred Years after our Saviour's Cru- 
cifixion; and then in ſome Churches on- 


wi. 
Ko —— 


* Biſhop Stillingfleet's Preface to the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, p. 10, &c. South's Animadverſions, p. 240, 241. 

+ Baxter's Theology, p. 95 to 117. 

Dr. Bennet on the Trinity, p. 2 18, 231. 

** Eph. 2. 18. For through him we have an Acceſs by 
one Spirit unto the Father. 5 


If Dr. Waterland's Trinity-Sermon, 


— 


ly, 


(19 ) 


ly, as is admitted by the moſt zealous 


Aſſerter of a Trinity of Perſons (in- 
ſtead of Perſonalities) in God. And 
yet ſtrange it is to ſay it, it is at the 
ſame time alſo admitted, that the Spi- 
rit of God is as much one with the 


Father, as the Soul of Man is ozze with 
the Man whoſe Soul it is. 


Is not the 


Soul of a Man, the Man himſelf? the 
very one Spirit and Perſon of a Man? 
Or is not a Spirit, a Perſon? Or is a 
Spirit more Perſons than one? God is 
a Spirit, and the Soul of Man is a Spi- 
rit, like unto God. And there is a 


& * Philoſophical Trinity in Man as in 


God, but neither of them revealed in 
Scripture, or any way become Matter 
of Faith, generally neceſſary to Salva- 


tion. 


It is plain indeed, and eaſily to 


be found out by Philoſophy, but is not 
revealed Divinity; yet, it may be, coun- 
tenanced and not contradicted by it: 
for there is nothing revealed contrary 
to Reaſon, which is, as hath been ob- 


ſerved, the Yoice of God, 
To ſum up all: 


We know and believe by Nature, 


. ——— 


that there is a God, both Reaſon and 


— 


* See Proſace 0 Packet to Dr. Waterland. 
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Scripture 


| 20) 
Scripture affirm it; and that there is 
but one, * and that in common Senſe 
or Speech, that one God is but one Per- 
fon: and the eternal Law of God 1s 
written in our Hearts, and is the ſtand- 
ing Rule of Righteouſneſs. and is alſo 
revealed, eſtabliſhed, and explained ; 
and, together with the Law of Moſes, 
was a Covenant of Works, and is mit1- 
cated by the Covenant of Grace, where- 
by Reventance towards God, and Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, as the Meſſiah, or Son 
ot God (which are ſynonomous Phraſes) 
are become the Goſpel-Terms and Con- 
ditions of our eternal Salvation ; which 
we are or may be enabled to perform, 
by the Holy Inſpiration of Almighty 
*Luk.11, God, who gives his Grace and Spirit 
. TS... them that ask it. Ask therefore, 
& 6, and have, Ask it in the following 
Words, than which nothing can be 
compoſed more adapt, nor more pro- 
per to be added to our daily Prayers. 


Almighty God, to 2whom all Hearts 
be open, all Defires known, and 
from whom no Secrets are hid, 
cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts 


— — 
. 


* Bennet on the Trinity, p. 23h, 


by 
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(21) | 
by the Inſpiration of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, that we may perfettly love 
thee, and worthily magnify thy 
Holy Name, thro Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. | 


Now read our Church-Catechiſm. 


Queſt. hat is required of Perſons 
to be baprized ? 


3k Anſ. Repentance, | 

ith whereby they forſake Sin; 
50n And Faith * 

es) whereby they ſtedfaſtly» 


believe the Promiſcs of 
God, made to them in 
that Sacra ment. 


Ecce Fidem Chriſtianam ! Lo here! the Faith of a 
Chriſtian, as a Chriſtian, is, to believe the Prom ſes of God, 
or, as it is afterwards expreſſed, a lively Faith in God's 
Mercy thro" Chriſt, 
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JAPPENDIX, 
Relating to the Worſhip 
of the Father only. 


4 JoRN 4. 23. 
Due true Wor ſhippers ſhall vor- 
ſhip the Father. 


Na O fear God, and keep his Com- Fecl. 12. 
WT & mandments, is the whole!“ 
A Duty of Man. 

God Almighty therefore 2 Col 


at 


b. 


grant that our Hearts may be ſer in us Bang 
to obey his Commandments. Prayer, 
Every 


Ro 


'f (24) 

4 Pro. 30.3. Every Word of God is pure. | c 
ti 6 Add thou not unto his Words, 1 
11 Deut. 4.2 You ſhall not add unto the Word WW t 
J which I command you, neither ſhall 

1. you diminiſb aught from it, that you 

q; may keep the Commandments of the Ml C 
. Lord your God, which I command 


ou. | 
| 12. 8 Whatſoever things I command you, | 
| obſerve to do it. 3 
ö Thou ſhalt not add thereto, nor di. 
miniſb from it. | N 
| And in caſe of Idolatry: f 
| 13. 3. Thou ſhalt not hearken to the Words 
of a Prophet working Miracles. 
What ? not believe a Prophet work. 
ing Miracles? 9 
No: Not in caſe wherein you have 
e 1 y an expreſs Commandment o 
. For hereby the Lord your God pros 
| eth you, to know whether you love the 
| | Lord your God with all your Heart, 
and with all your Soul, 
4 You ſhall walk after the Lord your 
God, and fear him, and keep his Com: 
: |  mandments, and obey his Voice, and 
df you ſhall ſerve him, and cleave unto 
i him. fer 
17-3 Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth the Cove- In 


nants of God, and worſhips any Thing 
| or 
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or Perſon, which God bath not com- 
manded, "ſhall be ſtoned with Stones peut. 15. 


Vord till he die. 3. 
ſhall | Now follow our Saviour's Words. 
you] If thou wilt enter into Lite, keep the? — 19. 
the Commandments. 
nand The Commandments referred to, are 


the Law and the Prophets. 

you, | And by Life, is meant eternal Life ; 
and the contrary to which, being eter 

r di- WF nal Damnation, is hereby become the 

= Sanction of theſe Laws. 

Our Saviour being tempted of Satan 
to Idolatry, inſiſted upon the Chm-Nat. 4. 10. 
mandment, that he, our Saviour, was 
himſelf thereby commanded to wor- 
© ihip the Lord his God, and him only. 
Who is this God, that is thus only . 


Fords ; 
vork- 


have 


t of M to be worſhipped > 

Without doubt, it is the God WW 31. 
pro Ifract. 
e the The God of 4brabam, of V. 2 and 22.32. 


of Jacob. 

The God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Dan. 3-29. 
Abedneeo. 

The God of Daniel, and of Moſes, 5-26. 
and the Prophets. 

The God of St. Paul, whom he 2Tim.1.z, 
ſerved, as the holy Patriarchs of old did; 48.24.14. 
Cove- un the Unity of the Godhead, without 
Thing E doubt, 


leart, 


your 


Com- 
and 
unto 


Oc 


(26) 5 
doubt, as is admitted by all, and dif. 
puted by none. 


Lake 16. The Maker of Heaven and Earth. 
. The common Father of Men and 
Angels. TIS 
Mal.2.10, Have we not all one Father > ſays the 
Prophet Malachi. 
Hath not one God created us > | 
Eph. 4-6, Yea, ſays St. Paul; the one God and 


Father of all. 


1Cor.8.6, And again: To us there is but one 


God, even the Father. The God and | 


Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

For our Saviour in the Goſpel, from 
end to end, calls him his Father, and 
our Father, which is in Heaven; his 
God, and our God; my God, and your 
God. And my Father, whom you ſay 
is your God; and my Father, and thy 
Father. 

EPh. 2.13. Of whom, ſays the Apoſtle, the 
whole Family in Heaven and Earth is 

Locke is named; viz. Chriſt in Heaven, and 

| the Saints on Earth. 

Joh. 1.12, The Children of God; Sons of God; 

15 born of God. | | 

Neb... And our Saviour accordingly. calls us 
his Brethren. | 

And we are to partake the Inheri- 
tance with him. 


We 


(27) 

We are to be Heirs of God, not of Rom. 8. 
Chriſt; but Joint-Heirs with Chriſt 16, 17. 
our Saviour. 

And being thus recapitulated or ga- Eph. i. 0. 
thered together in Chriſt our Saviour, 
and thereby alſo made Kings and Prieſts Rev. i. 6. 
unto God and his Father. 

Then is our Saviour to ſurrender up 
his Mediatorial Kingdom, having ful- 
filled his Office of Mediator and Advo- 
cate. 

For the Text ſays: 
He ſhall deliver up the Kingdom to 1 Cor. 15. 


{ God, even the Father; and having 23—=% 
# ſubdued all Enemies under his Feet, 
then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be fab- 
— to him that put all things under 
him. 


„That God may be All in All.“ 
Now having thus far ſtated this 
Matter, and not to puzzle or entangle 
ourſelves in difficult and long - diſputed 
Points, which yet I can by no means 
grant or admit; only obſerving, That 
the Son having all Authority from 


| the Father, and at laſt delivering it 


up again to the Father, and being /ub- 


Jett to him, is, I think, xot conſiſtent 


with being equal to the Father. | 

Yet, let it be ſuppoſed, / - 
That the Father is God; | 

E 2 That : 
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(28) 
That the Son is God; and, 
That the Holy Ghoſt is God: 

And that theſe are three Perſons, 
and but one God. 

Then the Queſtion, I would ask, is, 

To whom ſhall we direct our 
Prayers? 

Whom ſhall we worſhip? 

Perhaps you may ſay, All three. 

But there is no colour or pretence 
for this from any thing that is herein 
already ſtated. 

And there can be no doubt, but that 
the Jecuc always wor ſhipped the Fa- 


ther only, as one Perſon, one God, 


without any Diſtinction of Perſons. 
And ſo did our Saviour too. 


And the Commandments whereby 


they did fo, are (till in force; and we 


are ſtill obliged to keep the Coa- 
mandments of God, „by him deli- 


& vercd to Moſes, and by Moſes to the 


„Children of T/racl, and by our Sa- 
© yiour to us,” in the Words before 
cited: © If you will enter into Lite, 
«© keep the Commandments.” | 

And this expreſs and poſitive, with- 
out any Variation, Alteration, Addition 
or Diminution whatſoever, fave as is 


herein after expreſſed, 


And 
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And more than this, and by way of 
Confirmation, our Saviour hath expref- Lak. 11. 2. 
ly commanded us, 

When ye pray, ſay, Our Father.” 

And again, In the ſixth Chapter of 
St. Matt hero, 

« After this manner therefore pray Mat. 6. 9. 
cc we.” 

So it is not only a Prayer, but a Pat. 
tern of Prayer, whereby all our other 
Prayers are and ought to be formed. 

And our Saviour is yet more parti- 
cular, and commands that even our pri- Mat. 6. 6 
vate Prayers be all directed to the Fa- 
ther, and the Reward to be expected 
from the Father. | 

And our Saviour alſo, with particu- 
lar regard to himſelf, when he was a- 
bout to offer up himſelf a Sacrifice 
upon the Croſs for the Sins of the 
whole World, and in proſpect of his 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, and of being exalted to the Right 
Hand of God, leaves with us this ex- 
preſs Commandment: — © 

In that Day you ſhall ask me no- Jo. 16.23. 
« thing. 

« Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, 

* Whatſoever you ſhall ask the Father 
iu My Name, He will give it you. 


&* Ht- 


| 


| (30) 
24 © Hitherto you have asked nothin 


„in my Name; ask, and you ſhall 
« receive, that your Joy may be full.” 


This is the only Alteration made by 
our Saviour in our Prayers. 
And he repeats it again, and lays 


great ſtreſs upon it, and declares how | 
prevalent with God they ſhall be that 


ſo pray. | 
hat they ſhall not need his offerin 
P 


up his Prayers to God for them. Theſe 


are the Words of Dr. Hammond t. 
Our Saviour's own Words are: 


26. „At that Day you ſhall ask in my 8 
* Name; and I ſay not unto you, that 
„Iwill pray the Father for you, for 


27-< the Father himſelf loveth you.“ 


And he adds alſo the Reaſon of the : 


Father's Love : 


« Becauſe you have loved me, and : 
& have believed that I came out from | 


« Cod.” 
Mind thoſe laſt Words. 


Not, that I am God; but, that 7 


came out from Cod. | 
And to confirm them in that Belief, 
28. he adds, -I came forth from the Fa- 
„ther, and am come into the World.“ 


* » — 


Hammond n tbe Place. 


Again, 


31 ) 
Again, © I leave the World, and go to 
« the Father.” | 
Plainer Words cannot be ſpoken. 
And accordingly his Diſciples ac- 
knowledged, Lo, now ſpeakeſt thou 
« plainly, and ſpeakeſt no Proverb?” 


They add indeed, ver. 30. Thou 


© knowelt all Things.“ 
By which I underſtand their Mean- 


to be, That he knew the whole 


in 
Mind and Will of God, with reſpe& to 
us and them; . becauſe their next Words 
are, 

Pray obſerve them, 

« By this we believe that'thou cameſt 
« forth from God,” 

This is what he ſaid, and what they 


believed; whereas if Omniſcience, the 
Attribute of God, had been intended 
by them, it would have been natural 
for them to have ſaid, By this we be; 
lieve, that thou art God: But they 
only concluded and believed that he 
came forth from God; the general 
| Quefrion and Enquiry of the whole 


ation at that time, being, 


ver. 29. 


30 · 


ib. 


Art thou he that ſhould come, or Mat. 11.3. 


« do we look for another? 
See the Concluſion of our Lord's Pa- 
thetick Prayers by him offered up to 


God, even the Father, which is,“ That 


&« the 


32) 


50. 17a, © the World may know or believe that 


' 
* 
[ 
: 
: 
a 
f 
1 
. 


AS * 
— 


& thou haſt ſent me.” 

Read the third Verſe of the ſame 
Chapter: „ And this is Life eternal, 
& that they may know thee, the only 
«© true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
« thou haſt ſent.” 

He askec} no more of God. There- 
fore nothing can be plainer, than that 
this is the y rms Faith of a Chriſtian. 
It is eternal Lite to 029 and believe 
that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent by God. 


Adds 2.22. And this ſame Man, Jeſus of Naza- 


_ reth, was accordingly approved of God, 


Jo. 20. 31. by “ Miracles, Wonders, and Signs, 


« which God did by him.” 
And the whole World will be con- 
vinced of this at the Day of Judgment, 


Phil. 2.10, and will then confeſs, That the Lord 
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Feſus is the Chriſt. 

So ſays the Text. Not that he is 
God, for 'our Tranſlation tranſpoſes the 
Words, and reads it, that Jeſus Chriſt 
is Lord. | | 

But IT muſt not forget to ſay, 

“ That then every Knee ſhall bow 
© to him.” | 

Neither let it be forgot, that this is 
to be done, © when the Son of Man 
« [Chriſt Jeſus] ſhall come in his Fa- 
** ther's Glory: And when we ſhall 


« all 


hat 


me 
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4 all ſtand before the Judgment. Seat of Rom. 14 
“ Chriſt, who by his Father's Commiſ. 10. 

« ſion, according to e Joh. 5. 22. Joh. 5.22, 
« or Ordination, according to St. Paul, Ads 17. 

&« ſhall ſic in Judgment upon the holes“. 

« World,” ſaving that his Apoſtles Mat. 19. 

&« ſhall judge the twelve Tribes of** 

« Iſracl.” 

And this being done, and all over; 

What then? Why then, © he is to: Cor. 15, 
deliver up the —— Kingdom to God, 
even the Father; who gave it him, 
and by whoſe Gift he had that and all 
things elſe. His very Being, for he 
was begotten of him; and being con- Joh. 1.14, 
ſcious thereof, he was always truly '* | 
humble, and an Example of Humility Mat. 11. 
to us his Brethren. 9 

But even after this, it is alſo expreſly 
ſaid, That he, the Son, is to be ſubject 1 Cor. 15. 
to che Fathar, © That God may be All * 

« in All;” as was before obſerved. 

And it might alſo have been obſerved 
before, (That it was manifeſt that he ver. 2). 
* was excepted, who did put all things 
* under him.” 

Theſe things are ſo plain, ſo obvious, 
ſo eaſy and intelligible, that I could not 
Over-paſs them, But however, after 
all this, if t be poſſible, and conſiſtent 
or conceivable, © That Jeſus Chriſt is 

F the 


Job. 16. 


(34) 
« the very God of Iſrael, who put all 
things in Subjection under Jeſus 


„ Chriſt, the ſecond Perſon in the Tri- 


6“ nity, and one and the ſame God 
e with, and equal to, the firſt Perſon in 
© the Trinity, even his own God and 
&« Father ; and that the Holy Ghoſt is 
«& a third Perſon in the Trinity, pro- 


« ceeding from the other two Perſons, | 


% and is alſo the ſame one God with, 
« and equal to both of them :” 

Yet ſurely to direct our Prayers to 
this ſecond Perſon, Jeſus Chriſt, either 
as God, or as the Lamb of God, or as 
the Son of David, or otherwiſe ; is ma- 
nifeſtly contrary to our Saviour's Pre- 
cepts above-mentioned : By which, it 
ſeems to me, nothing can be plainer, 
than that we are to direct all our 
Prayers, 

« Either To the Father,” 

As Chriſt himſelf did, and all the Pa- 
triarchs, Prieſts and Prophets that were 
before him. 

„ Or to the Father in the Son's 
6 Name,” - 

As Chriſt hath commanded us, and 
all that come after him. 

Add to this our Saviour's other Words, 

* In that Day you ſhall ask me no- 


“ thing: 
Kg S*, Who 


iQ ea — — — . 


(35) 

Who dares then, having read theſe 
Texts, open his Mouth in Prayer to 
Jeſus Chriſt ? | 

Bur ſuppoſe this laſt negative Precept 


had been omitted, or be to be under- | 


ſtood in any other Senſe ; 

Yet inaſmuch as by praying to Jeſus 
Chriſt, we intend to worſhip God 

It is plain, that tho? we really do, or 
do intend thereby to worſhip God; yet 
that it is in a manner not commanded 
by him : | 

And conſequently is Idolatry, 

How can that be ? | 

How can it be Idolatry to worſhip 


the very God of Tſrae/? which, as the 


Caſe is now put, or ſuppoſed to be 
Teſus Chriſt as = d 

PII tell you How : Yet not I, but the 
Holy Spirit of God, or, according to the 
preſent Suppolition, the Holy Ghoſt, the 
third Perſon in the Trinity, as he ſpake 
by the Mouth of Samuel, the Prophet 
of God, in the Caſe of Saul, who was 


commanded to deſtroy the 4Amalekites, 1 Sam. 15 


and all their Cattle with them, 

Yet he, in a Religious Fit of Devo- 
tion, ſaved ſome of the belt Cattle. 

To what purpoſe, I pray? Was it 
for his own Uſe or Benefit ? 


No: 


F 2 
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(36) 
No: It was for the ſuppoſed Honour 
Ver.15- of God, and to be offered up in Sacri- 
fice to lim; 
Even to the very God of Tſracl. 

And yet the Prophet condemns even 
e the Intention of it, by the Name of 

ver. 23. Witchcraft and Idolatry : 5 

And he gives this Reaſon for it, 
ver. 22. Obedience is better than Sacrifice.” 
Deut. 12 Oh! Let us keep the Command 
*. 6 ments of the Lord our God, and nei- 


* ther add thereunto, nor diminiſh 


“ therefrom.” 

And let us alſo manifeſt our , Love 
and thankful Remembrance of our Sa- 
viour, by keeping his Commandments ; 
who hath ſaid, 

« If ye love me, keep my Command- 

3 % ments: And my Father will love 
8 you.” | 


For they are the Commandments and 


Will of God, inaſmuch as our Saviour 


Joh. 6. 38.“ came not to do his own Will, nor 
5. 30. C ſpeak his own Words; but the Words 

8. 28.“ and Will of him that ſent him.” 
And if theſe pla in Texts of Scripture 
be not convincing, a Man may be pro- 
voked to ſay with St. Paul, Who 

Gal. 3. 1. hath bewitched you?“ 

I purpoſed to conclude all, in our Sa- 
viour's own Words, 


The 


$1.) - 
The true Worſhippers fhall worſhip Joh. 473. 
the Father: 2s 

But it may be, you'll ſay, So we do; 
for we worſhip the Father and the Son 
too: I pray remember, that you are 
not commanded ſo to worſhip; and 
therefore in ſo doing, you add to the 
Commandments of E 

And it is open Diſobedience to the 
aforecited Words of our Saviour, 

In that Day you ſhall ask me no- 
thing, but you ſhall ask [the Father] 
„in my Name,” 1 

And it is melancholy to conſider, that 
upon Trinity- Sunday, the Words [Holy 
Father] borrowed from our Saviour's 
own Prayers, John 17. 11. are com- 
manded to be omitted in the Commu- 
nion-Service, in Diminution of the 
Commandments both of God, and of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt : . 

« His Son made of a Woman, made dal. 4. 4. 
* under the Law,” whom we are ex- | 
| pref commanded to call the Son of 


17.11. 


Becauſe he was born of a Virgin, Luk. 1.35. 
being © overſhadowed by the Power 
* of the Higheſt, even by the Holy 
* Spirit of God; and having not known 


34. 
« a Man.” | 
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(38) 


11 1.13, © So that it is Iniquity even your 
ooh } 
e folema Meeting: Your Prayer is 
“turned into Sin, P/al. 109. 6.” 

12,” And it may be asked, Who hath re- 
quired this at your hands? — Tl an- 
ſwer for you ; not our Saviour, nor the 
Evangeliſts, nor yet Peter or Paul; but 
the Elders, the Overſeers of the Church, 


have taught us thus to pray. Mea, they | 


have, God help us (by what Authority 
I know not) and ſo have they and we 
prayed for a long, long time; ſo that it 
is now even abſolutely neceſſary to ap- 
Prayer ſer ply to the “ Almighty God, as the a- 
g , lane Worker of great Marvels, to ſend 
4 down upon our Biſhops and Curates, 
« and all Congregations committed to 
&« their Charge, the healthful Spirit of 
The Gene-« his Grace; for there is no Health 
ral Confeſ- in us.“ : | | 
* But theſe our Overſeers, Great as they 
are, or may ſeem to be, are yet, with- 
Deut. 13- out doubt, leſs in Authority than Pro- 
3 phets heretofore; yet if they were Pro- 
phets, and actually wrought Miracles, 
we are not to hearken to their Words, 
« fo as either to add to, or diminiſh 
from the expreſs Commandments of 

„ OS 
For thus it is that God tries us; and 
it is indeed a great Tryal, 
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(39) 


And if overcome, will be a ffrang 
i Proof and Evidence, © That we love 


« God with all our Hearts and Souls, 
« with all our Mind and Might.” 

Since therefore the Commandments 
are plain, and eaſy, and intelligible, by 
the meaneſt Underſtanding ; 

It is thereby as plain, that we are not 
tempted above what we are able: 

Let us therefore be ſo wiſe, as to 
conſider it, and not to give our ſelves 
up intirely to others to think for us. 

But let us think for our ſelves, ac- 
cording to our ſeveral Capacities. 

Let us read the Scriptures; 

„Let us mark, learn, and inwardly 
« digeſt them.“ 


And God — give us a right 
Judgment, and a due Conſidera- 
tion and Preſence of Mind, for 


the alone ſake of Feſus Chriſt our 


Lord and Saviour. Amen, 


* Hereby we know that we know 1 Joh. 2. 
him, if we keep his Commandments. 3:4 


But] He that _— I know him, 
* and keepeth not his Commandments, 


is a Lyar, and the Truth is not in 
Shim.“ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
Touching the CATHOLICK CHURCH, 
and the POWER of the KEYS. 


Is every Member of every Body 
is immediately united to the 
lead of each Body, and as 
there is but one Head to one 


Head and one Body, but many Members. 
A Vicarious Head of a Body was nevet 
heard of, Nature will not allow of it. 
And as there is no other Head but Chriſt, 


ſo, whatever the Clergy may think of 


themſelves, yet neither Vicar, Biſhop, 
Prieſt, or Deacon, come into the Defini- 
tion of the Catholick Church; for, * 

| . G Fi. 


God, and Faith towards Jeſus Chriſt. So 


[ 42 | 


Fidelium, the whole Company of the 
Faithful, is the myſtical Body of Chriſt, I ble, 
our Head, who is the High-prieſt of God, ing, 


who offered himſelt to God a Sacrifice 
for us Sinners, a compleat and ſufficient 
Sacrifice, Atonement, and Reconciliation 
upon the Terms of Repentance towards 


Tab 
Brea 
Tab 
and: 
by h 
for \ 
1s re: 
gina 
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here 


that there is no manner of occaſion for 
any other Sacrifice, but only a continual 
and thankful Remembrance of that Sacri- 
fice once offered. Do this, ſays our Saviour, 
in Remembrance of me A Commandment 


to be fulfilled and obeyed by every Chriſ- W A; 
tian in particular: A Feaſt upon a Sa- ge 
crifice, as was cuſtomary with 7ews and er: 
Gentiles: A Feaſt of Bread and Wine; prieſ 
conſecrated, once for all, by our Saviour {vas | 
himſelf, our only Prieſt, in the very Infti- Whey 
tution of that Sacrament, and to be eaten chi 
upon our own Table: And though this Is th 
be figuratively called the Lord's Table, N co 
becauſe we feaſt with God, as upon the . 4b 


Sacrifice, not now, but heretofore, once Nhe ( 
offered to him upon the Croſs, yet, pro- eb. 
perly ſpeaking, that Croſs was the only Ns; 1 
Altar we Chriſtians have, or ever had. bur o. 
So what is, or may be, figuratively called Þrief 
the Lord's Table, can in no Senſe be cal- Wigh 
led God's Altar, not ſo much as figura- EI. 
tively; and when it is called the Lord's Wrabs 
Table, it is to be underſtood God's Ta- Wuppd 
. | ble, ere 


Figs J 


ble, (not Chriſt's;) for, figuratively ſpeak- 
ing, we eat and drink Chriſt upon God's 
Table, but, in reality, we eat and drink 
Bread and Wine at or upon our own. 
Table, in Memory of Chriſt our Sacrifice, 
and as already conſecrated or commanded 
by him, our only Prieſt, to be ſo received; 
tor what is at preſent called Con ſecration, 
is really no more than reading over the ori- 
ginal Inſtitution, Commandment, or Con- 
ſecration, call it which you will. And 
herefore when our Saviour made © ſome. 
* Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evan - 
* geliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teach- 
* ers”, it is obſervable that he made no 
Prieſts, (the Levitical Prieſthood, indeed, 
vas by Succeſſion by reaſon of Mortality, 
hey were therefore many Prieſts,) but 
this Man,” (don't be offended at it, it 
5 the Apoſtle's own Word,) © becauſe he 
* continueth for ever, hath an unchange- 
* able Prieſthood,” Heb. vii. 23, 24. For 
he Office of a Prieſt is to offer Sacrifice, 


pur only Sacrifice; He is the high and only i;, 


ighPrieſt over the Houſe of God, Heb. x. 
21. A Miniſter of the Sanctuary and true 
Tabernacle, Heb. viii. 2. So then our 
uppoſed Order of Prieſts ſeems to be a 
ere human Inſtitution, without any Au- 

_ thority 


eb. viii. 3. But no Sacrifice is required of Heb. ii. ;. 
us; for [ this Man] even Chriſt himſelf is Heb. viii. 


prieſt of our Profeſſion, Heb. iii. 1. An 24. 


” 


l 
thority from Chriſt or his Apoſtles. It is 
not Evangelical. The Apoſtles themſelves 
were not Prieſts; they were only publick 
Meſſengers ſent forth (in the nature of 
Heralds, ſuppoſe) to proclaim and pub- 
liſh to the whole World, the glad Tidings 
of the Goſpel. And their Succeſſors are 10 
too, and no more, they having now no Sa- 
crifice to offer, it being of Neceſlity 
that a Prieſt have ſomewhat to offer. 


Heb, viii. And as we have no Sacrifice but that of 
+254 Praiſe and Thankſgiving, ſo neither have 


we any Altar, thete Three, Sacrifice, A. 
tar, and Prieſt, being abrogated with the 
Law of Moſes, or rather fulfilled, as be- 
ing the Shadow only of the Aitar, of the 
Croſs, and of Chriſt, our only Prieſt, 
our only, Sacrifice, the Miniſter of - the 
true Sanctuary, our Mediator. And I 
will allo ſay with the Author to the He- 
brews, that if Chriſt himſelf were on 
Earth, he ſhould not be a Prieſt, ſeeing 


that they are [or they being Prieſts 
who offer Gifts according to the Law. 


AND as to the Power of the Keys, the 
ever memorable Mr. Hales, of Eton, hath 
thus ſufficiently explainedit, vi Docłri- 
na Evangelii ſunt Claves Regui Celorums: 
The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven is 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel. 

For when the Apoſtles had once 
preached the Doctrine of the New Co- 

| venant, 


[45] 
venant, © the Gate of everlaſting Life 
« was thereby immediately opened”. 1 


may lay, even by Peter himſelt, who had 


the Keys committed to him in parti- 
cular, tor that very Purpoſe, and who 


by his firſt Sermon, Acts ii. by the Faith 


at once delivered to the Saints, Jude iii. 
even by. Peter, the reſt of the Apoſtles 


being alſo preſent, — and con- 
e, 


firming and atteſting the 
that Commiſſion, and the Gate hath ſtood 


open ever fince, and all Sins are thereby, © 


to this Day, and for ever will be, remit- 
ted or retained according to the Doctrine 
of the New Covenant, ſo preached and 
divulged by Peter and the other Apoſtles; 


and what he and they then and thereby gart, 


bound. or looſed on Earth, is. and ſhall be 


bound or looſed in Heaven too. for ever once for 


and ever. 


Axp altho' there be a Succeſſion. of 7 


Apoſtles, whoſe Duty it is, from time to 
time, to publiſh, preach. and proclaim 
the fame good News, yet every Man (ha- 


ving a Copy of their Commiſſion, and 


of all that they can or ought to ſay to 
vs) is alſo, in ſome meaſure, bound; in 


Charity at leaſt, to further and promote, + 


or carry on, the Publication thereof, even 
to preaeh the Goſpel. I would that 
* ye all propheſfied”, faith, St. Paul, 
I Cor. xiv. 5. But altho' it be I 

t 


executed 


| 
} 
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that every Man would, yet every Man 
is not abſolutely injoined to preach, at 
leaſt, not publickly, as are the Apoſtles, 
and thoſe that are ſent by them. (But 
« Woe be to them whoſe Office it is to 


preach, © f they do not preach the Goſ- 


e pet; tor Neceſſity hath laid it upon 
«© them” ſo to do, 1 Cor. ix. 16. And 
I would crave leave to ſay, that F their 


unhappy Engagements, Caſe and Cir- 


cumſtances, by publick Declarations, Sub- 
ſcriptions, Oaths, or otherwiſe, and by 
aſſenting or conſenting to what they have 
not' maturely conſidered and digeſted, be 
ſuch, as that they muſt either not evan- 
gelize, or not eat, there can be no Choice, 
no Queſtion, “ but it is better to ſtarve 


than to be damned ;” ſo true it is, that 


if we have Hope only in this Life we 
4 areof all Men moſt miſerable, 1 Cor. xv. 


19. Yet ſince the preaching and publication 
of the Goſpel, by and with Authority, 


confirmed by Miracles, and the Goſpel 
handed down tous in divers Manuſcripts, 


and alſo printed and publiſhed, it is now as 


true out of the Mouth of a Layman, I 
mean, of any one well inſtructed Mem- 


ber whatſoever, of Chriſt's Holy Catho- 


lick Church, however low, or mean, or 
_ deſpicable, he may otherwiſe ſeem to be, 


That God Almighty pardoneth and ab- 
* ſolveth all them that truly repent, and 
| unfeign- 
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« unfeignedly believe his Holy Goſpel,” 
as it was and is out of the Mouth of an 
Apoſtle; and being true, is as credible, 
and will alſo be as prevalent. For the 
Gate of everlaſting Lite is always open 
to him and them that repent and believe 
the Goſpel, and — ſhall be Partakers 
of a joytul Reſurrection. Death ſhall 
not have Dominion over them; which 1 
take to be the true and proper Senſe of 
that generally miftaken or miſapplied 
Text of Scripture, © The Gates of 
Death, not] © Hell ſhall not prevail 
« againſt” them, Mar. xvi. 18. For 
that Text reſpects either Peter himſelf 
only, (there called wires, the Rock, allu- 
ding to the Signification of his Name, ) or 
every ſingle Chriſtian, without regard or 
relation to a viſible Church upon Earth, 
and may well be thus underſtood, © Thou 
* art Peter, and upon thee, this Rock, I 
* will build my Church, and the Gates 
* of Death ſhall not prevail againſt thee” ; 
or a may as well refer to wires as well 
sto Exx2.oiay, And if it refers tothe latter 
t thereby refers, as I humbly think, to 
very Single Chriſtian, the Church being 
tus Fidelium, or, as it is expreſſed 
n our Communion Service, The Bleſſed 
ompany, or the Holy Fellowſhip of all 
athtul People, the myſtical Body of 
rift, And as the Gates of Heaven 

ſtand 
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and believe the Goſpel, ſo they are a 


every individual Member thereof, thy 


= to Death, which is the commo 
ea 


Child of God, and an Ialieritor of t 
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ſtand always open to them that repeq 


conſtantly ſhut to the Impenitent a 
Unbelievers; and Death, even Death 
ternal, will always have Dominion ov 
them. But the Catholick Church, t 
myſtical Body of Chriſt, conſiſting « 
ever was, or is, or will be, cannot be fuk 


ning of the Word Ac; nor yet 
Hell, if that were the true Meaning { 
it: For every Member of Chriſt 1s 


Kingdom of Heaven. 
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